
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Whittam



 

Welcome to Reception 

 

Introduction 

At BWJPS we believe that building strong foundations in Early Years 
enables pupils to have a successful education and achieve their full 
potential.  We provide a calm, nurturing and engaging environment for 
the children to learn and develop in, which reflects the Jewish ethos of 
our school. 

Aims of BWJPS Foundation Stage 

In our Foundation Stage, we strive to achieve the following aims:  

• Provide a fun and stimulating learning environment which 
children can explore and engage in through a wide variety 
of activities. 

• Ensure that each child feels valued and secure within the 
school community. 

• Develop a positive self-confidence which allows children to 
form positive relationships and become responsible, 
independent learners. 

• Provide hands on experiences which encourage children to 
develop emotionally, socially, intellectually and physically. 

• Promote high standards of behaviour. 

• Develop and maintain good relationships with parents as 
we work with them in partnership. 

• Instil an understanding of the importance of respect and 
kindness to others. 
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Under current circumstances, it is important that parents read this 
handbook in conjunction with any updated guidance that school send. 

This information will be released via the APP – if you do not have the APP 
please download it or let the office know. This is especially important in 
relation to before and after school club and the specific start and end 

times for each class. 
Any Covid 19 related guidance will override the information in this 

booklet for the entirety of the pandemic. 
 

 
The School Day 

 
The school runs a Breakfast Club from 8am-8.45am. This club is run by 
qualified staff. Please ask the school office for prices. 
 
All children enter the school grounds using the pedestrian gate on 
Sunnybank Road. Reception children start school at 8:45am, their 
entrance is through the double doors which go directly into the EYFS 
cloakroom. Mrs Whittam will greet the children at the door and the 
children enter the school by themselves. 
 
The start of the school day is a busy time and the supervision and 
safeguarding of the children is our priority. Therefore, we ask that if you 
need to have a discussion with a teacher please e-mail them to arrange 
a meeting at a mutually convenient time.  Alternatively, speak to them 
face to face at the end of the school day once the rest of the class has 
been dismissed.  

Starting school on time is important as it helps your child get into a 
routine. (Please note it is officially recorded when children are late). If 
your child is having any treatment e.g. doctor, dentist or goes out of 
school and later returns, please notify the school office and send a 
note or email school. If your child arrives after 9am please report to 
the school office so that your child can be marked in the register. 
 
At the end of the school day Reception children finish at 3.45pm. 
Children are collected from the same door which they enter the school 
through in the morning. We will only allow a child to be collected by a 
parent, or an adult who has been authorised to collect by parents. We 
will not allow children to leave with school aged siblings. If you cannot 
pick up your child, please ring the school, send in a note or email 
school, notifying us of your alternative arrangements. 



 
At the end of the school day a number of extra-curricular activities are 
run by teachers and teaching assistants including:  Art, Board Games, 
Multi- Sports, Computer Clubs, Dance, Football, Choir, Sewing, Drama, 
Film Club, Homework and Advanced Hebrew. There are also lots of 
extra- curricular activities run by outside providers including coach led 
sport and specialist music tuition.  Parents collecting children from 
these clubs should wait outside the school and children will be brought 
to them.  
 
For parents who need additional childcare, the school runs an After-
School Club Monday to Thursday until 5.30pm. Please note places for 
this must be booked in advance please ask at the office for more 
details. 
 

Attendance 
 
If children consistently miss the beginning of the school day they are 
disadvantaged as this is the time when explanations of learning are 
given and other important information. They will miss huge chunks of 
learning time as lessons start as soon as the children come into class. 
Punctuality is vital. 
 
We strive that every child has 100% attendance each term culminating in 
a 100% attendance award for the whole year. Each child who attains this 
receives a 100% Attendance Award certificate and is mentioned in the 
newsletter at the end of each term. It is vital that your child is in school 
every day. If they are not in school, they cannot learn. Government 
research has found that if a child misses 10 days school in a school year, 
the child may achieve below national curriculum targets. 
 
Please ring school or notify us via the APP before 9.15am in the 
morning if your child is going to be absent from school. Should the 
absence be reported over the phone, it is important to send a note 
into school when your child returns explaining the absence. This note is 
kept in your child’s file. 
 
It is not acceptable to take holidays in term time. Government guidelines 
came into effect from September 2013. Parents will be fined if holidays 
are taken in term time. In exceptional circumstances parents may 
request authorised absence by completing a form available at the office.   



The Education Welfare Officer, School Improvement Partner and DFE all 
check our School attendance records and procedures regularly.  Any 
unauthorised time taken is noted and will go on your child’s record.  Data 
about the schools attendance is available alongside our academic 
results. 
 
All family holidays must be taken out of term time. 
 

 
Behaviour 

 
All children who attend Bury and Whitefield Jewish Primary School are 
expected to conform to certain standards of behaviour. We have a 
very good system of rewards in school which encourages positive 
behaviour. These include the awarding of merits, stickers, dojos and 
‘star of the week’ alongside individual rewards that the class teacher 
might employ. There is a visible behaviour board in every classroom 
with reminders of school and classroom rules. Every classroom displays 
the school’s statement on behaviour ‘Ready to learn. Respectful to all. 
Safe always. 
 
There is a ‘Star of the Week’ board in the hall and a child will be 
nominated each week by their class teacher to receive a certificate and 
have their name displayed. 
 
Whilst we hope that positive reinforcement will modify behaviour there 
will be sanctions for those children whose behaviour falls below 
acceptable standards. Where children struggle to do so, parents will be 
informed, and a programme of intervention will be put in place to help 
them learn these skills. Some pupils typically enjoy lively and boisterous 
play. However, aggression towards other pupils will not be tolerated 
and sanctions will be enforced. 
 
We are here to help all pupils learn and develop socially as well as 
academically and we strive to encourage good behaviour, kindness, 
respect and consideration for others at all times. 
We know our parents will support the school in maintaining our high 
standards of behaviour. 
 

 



E-Safety 
 

Pupils are educated about e-safety and acceptable behaviour as part of 
their Computing lessons.  We require you to sign an annual ICT 
acceptable use agreement.  
 
 
 School Uniform  

All children must wear school uniform:  

Boys  
• Grey school trousers / shorts  
• White polo shirt with/without school logo  
• Burgundy sweatshirt with school logo  
• Grey socks  
• School yarmulke with 2 clips 
• Tsitsis 

 

Girls  
• Grey pinafore dress / skirt (knee-length)  
• White polo-style shirt with/without school logo  
• Burgundy sweatshirt with school logo  
• Grey/white socks or grey tights  
• Pink gingham dress (summer - optional)  
• Maroon cardigan 

 

 Both boys and girls will need the following items of PE kit 
• Black pumps 

• Trainers 

• navy shorts (NOT cycling shorts) 

• Plain white T-shirt kept in a pump bag 

• Navy tracksuit 
 

All children should wear sensible black shoes with Velcro fastenings if 
possible (not trainers), which are suitable and safe for playing outside. 
Children may wear sandals in summer, but these should not be sling-
backs.  

School sweatshirts and polo shirts may be purchased from the school. 
You will receive a school uniform order form, and we have samples of 
different sizes for you to try on your child.  



Boys must wear tsitsis and yarmulkes at all times. These may be 
purchased from the school office.  
 
All children with long hair must have it tied back for health and safety 
reasons with plain hair bobbles or hairbands for girls. A wristwatch and 
a pair of stud earrings is the only jewellery allowed. Please note these 
are the responsibility of your children. 
 

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with your child's name.  
 
 

School Meals 

Children are served a school dinner each day. The menu runs on a 
three-week cycle. Menus are shared with parents and displayed on the 
EYFS noticeboard outside the Reception classroom entrance. 
Reception children are all eligible for free school meals. 
 
 
All money coming into school should be in an envelope clearly labelled 
with the child’s name, class and purpose. Please do not leave money 
on the secretary’s desk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Foundation Stage Curriculum 

In Foundation Stage children will be following the Birth to Five 
curriculum. This comprises of seventeen aspects of learning, which are 
grouped into seven areas of development: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to these aspects, children will have Jewish Studies lessons. 
Jewish Studies is an integral part of the school timetable, with all 
children taking part in daily sessions, often in smaller groups. The Jewish 
Studies curriculum incorporates lessons on the yearly cycle of the 
festivals, Israel, general knowledge and Jewish texts. These lessons are 
delivered in different ways but include opportunities to participate in 
practical ‘hands-on’ workshops. 



There is also a Hebrew reading programme, which begins in Reception, 
for which the children get certificates as they progress through the 
different levels. 

 The Jewish Studies teacher (Auntie Hadassah) will lead brochas and 
benching and help to teach the children the basic routines.  

The Foundation Stage curriculum will be delivered through a variety of 
adult led, adult initiated and child-initiated activities. Teachers will also 
be planning opportunities to develop characteristics of effective 
learning: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When planning and teaching we will take account of: 

• The developmental stages and needs of each child.  

• The interests of the individual child. 

• The previous experiences gained by each child. 



Assessment 
 

This is an ongoing process which is carried out continually during daily 
activities. It is used to inform planning and progression. Early Years 
children are assessed against month bands in the Foundation Stage 
Framework. At the end of Reception children are assessed in all 
seventeen aspects of learning. The age expected standard is called an 
Early Learning Goal. Children can be working towards, achieve or 
exceed Early Learning Goals. The national expectation is for children to 
achieve an Early Learning Goal in 12 aspects of learning (Prime areas, 
Literacy and Maths). This is known as a Good Level of Development. 

 

 
Homework 

 
Children will be given reading books and key words to practise at 
home. Reading a little bit every day helps to develop your child’s 
reading confidence and ability. This should be a relaxed time of the day, 
free from distractions, when your child can share their book with you.  
 
Parents can help by: 

• Planning in regular time slots (no more than ten minutes) so that 
reading becomes part of a regular routine. 

• Offering support and strategies to encourage independent 
reading. 

• Sharing and discussing a wide variety of story and non-fiction 
books with children. 

 
Children will be able to change their reading books on Monday and 
Thursday. They will be given two books at a time. It is recommended 
that you read through each book more than once to develop both 
reading and comprehension skills. It is not necessary to read the whole 
book in one go. A couple of pages at a time is better than not reading. 
Books will only be changed if they have been read. You can 
communicate this in your child’s reading diary. 
 
Children in Reception will sometimes be set extra homework activities 
based on the weeks learning, these are always optional. 

 



The Classroom 

In Foundation Stage we have an indoor and an outdoor classroom. 

The outside area is open all year round, in all types of weather because 
young children benefit from being in the fresh air, need daily 
opportunities for vigorous exercise, and need opportunities to explore 
the outside environment. The children have access to the outdoor 
classroom at regular times throughout the day.  

The inside area is resourced with a variety of activities which are 
updated regularly, such as small construction, writing materials, messy 
play activities, imaginative play, investigative activities, puzzles, books 
and role play areas. Children have access to all areas and will be 
encouraged to be as independent as possible. Adults will model and 
support children in their learning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What do you need to bring into school? 

Pump Bags 

Your child should have a pump bag which is filled with spare clothes – 
underwear, socks/tights, trousers, and skirts, and baby wipes in case of 
accidents. This should be kept in school on your child’s peg.  

PE Kit 

Reception children will get changed into their PE kit in school. They will 
be sent home wearing their PE kit, with their school uniform in their PE 
bag. PE will be on Monday. 

Coat and Wellies 

Children will access the outdoor classroom in all weather conditions. 
Please send your child to school with a coat each day. Please provide a 
pair of wellies which can be kept in school. 

Craft/Messy Play Apron 

Children will need a sleeved, waterproof apron for messy play and craft 
activities. 

Tissues  

As you can imagine, the children frequently suffer from colds and runny 
noses and we would be very grateful if you could donate a box of 
tissues at the start of each half term for use in the Foundation Stage.  

Snack and Water 

Children can bring a water bottle into school each day. The bottle 
should be clearly labelled with your child’s name. 

Fruit and milk are provided for morning snack. We have a second snack 
time in the afternoon, please send your child in with a piece/portion of 
fruit for this snack time. Grapes must be cut in half lengthways. Please 
can we request that kiwi is not brought into school due to severe 
allergies. Any Tupperware pots must be clearly labelled with your 
child’s name.  



Medication 

If your child has a prescription medicine which requires a dosage to be 
given during school hours, please take it to the school office. You will 
be asked to sign a form authorising school staff to administer the 
medication. Staff cannot accept medications at the classroom door. 
We are unable to administer non-prescription medicines, i.e. Calpol. 

Confectionary and toys  

Please do not send your child into school with sweets, toys or other 
valuable items. 

 

Communication with parents 

 

We believe that communication between home and school is very 

important and do this in a number of ways: 

• Weekly newsletter 

• School APP 

• Email contact with class teacher 

• Letters sent home 

• Information posters in the windows around school 

• School Website 

• Tapestry App 
 
It is vital that you check your children’s schoolbags every day and read 
the newsletter. 

Learning Journeys 

In the Foundation Stage the staff observe your child learning through 
play activities. We build up a record of your child’s development using 
examples of their work, photographs and written comments on their 
interests and strengths. This is done through an app called Tapestry. 
You will receive a username and password unique to your child’s 
account so that you can access their learning journey online. We 
strongly encourage parents to add observations and pictures of their 
child’s achievements at home and from out of school activities. This 



helps us to build a fuller picture of your child’s capabilities, interests 
and development.   

Parent’s Evening  

There are two formal parents’ evenings throughout the year. The first 
one is Thursday 12th November where we will inform you of how well 
your child has settled into school. The second one is Thursday 11th 
March where you will be able to discuss your child’s progress. 

A written report will be given to parents at the end of the school year.  

 
Tsnius 

 
We are asking for common sense and respect for the Jewish ethos of 
the school when either parents attend school events, or children come 
in their own clothes for Shabbat or special assemblies.   
For religious and official occasions adult men and boys are required to 
wear a kippah and ladies and girls are required to wear tops with a 
sleeve and a reasonable modest neckline.  The atmosphere is crucial to 
the ideas of a religious Jewish occasion and we ask you to join with us 
and respect and enhance it in this way.   
 

Conclusion 

We hope that your child will have a happy and memorable experience 
in our Foundation Stage Class. If at any time you have any concerns or 
questions, then do not hesitate to get in touch. We are here to help 
and support your child to achieve their full potential in all aspects of 
their learning and development. In order to achieve this, it is imperative 
that we work in partnership with you as parents.  

I look forward to welcoming your child into our Reception class. 

 

Mrs S Whittam 

Head of Early Years and Reception teacher 



Reception Recommended Reads 
 
The books below are mix of traditional tales and modern stories. There are books 
which link to topics which will be taught in Reception, books which address age 
appropriate themes in social and emotional development, books which have 
rhyming language and books which we simply think are lovely stories to share with 
Reception aged children.  
 

➢ Tree: Seasons Come, Seasons Go (Patricia Hegarty) 

➢ My Five Senses (Aliki) 

➢ Let’s Celebrate! Special Days Around the World (Kate DePalma) 

➢ Mister Seahorse (Eric Carle) 

➢ Ruby’s Worry (Tom Percival) 

➢ Little Red Riding Hood (Ladybird First Favourite Tales) 

➢ The Three Billy Goats Gruff (Ladybird First Favourite Tales) 

➢ I Want My Hat Back (Jon Klassen) 

➢ The Day the Crayons Quit (Drew Daywalt) 

➢ Peace at Last (Jill Murphy) 

➢ Elmer (David McKee) 

➢ Oi Duck-Billed Platypus! (Kes Gray) 

➢ Commotion in the Ocean (Giles Andreae) 

➢ Pirate’s Love Underpants (Claire Freedman) 

➢ Room on the Broom (Julia Donaldson)  

 

 


