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27th August 2020
Return to School September 2020/2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you all had a lovely, restful summer; we are looking forward to welcoming all the children
back to school on Wednesday 2nd September. Our Before and After School Club will be operating
daily and our school kitchen will be fully open to provide children with hot meals. Although we are
welcoming all children back, we have to operate in a different way to ensure that we are complying
with the guidelines that the government has set out.

There is a lot of information below but please read it carefully to ensure you have a full
picture. We have been very busy planning, completing a new and detailed risk assessment, and
working out exactly what our school will look like and feel like when your child returns.

We understand that the return to school is vital for your child’s education and wellbeing. Therefore,
we will ensure that all pupils can return in the Autumn Term and do so safely. While the risk to
children becoming unwell due to coronavirus is considered low, we will continue to put social
distancing and infection control measures in place, in line with the relevant risk assessments.

The Government has stated ’Given the improved position, the balance of risk is now
overwhelmingly in favour of children returning to school. For the vast majority of children, the
benefits of being back in school far outweigh the very low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19)’.

The school will fully reopen for all children on Wednesday 2nd September 2020 and will be open
on a daily basis from Monday to Friday.

We shall close the school for ALL pupils on Friday afternoons between 1.10 and 1.30pm to
allow for a deeper clean.

In order to ensure that we reduce contact between different groups of pupils we have considered
how we group the pupils together. We will continue to keep the stringent cleaning and disinfecting
processes that are in place to keep our school very safe.
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Below are the key points that you, as families, must adhere to in order to keep everybody safe:

1. You must ensure that if anyone in your household have COVID-19 symptoms, your child
does NOT attend the school. If anyone in your household, or your child, tests positive for
COVID -19 you MUST inform the school. Any child or staff member who develops
symptoms in the school day will be sent home immediately.

2. The government has advised walking or cycling to school wherever possible to reduce the
use of public transport.

3. Attendance for all pupils is mandatory. The government guidance from September says
‘Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those with
higher overall absence tend to achieve less well in both primary and secondary school.
School attendance will therefore be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn
term.’

4. The government advice clearly states that pupils and staff will not be expected to wear face
coverings in primary school. If face coverings are used on public transport to get to school,
they must be removed and safely disposed of or stored before entry to the building.

5. Your child will be expected to follow strict behaviour rules related to physical contact with
other pupils, and keeping their hands clean. Pupils will be expected to wash their hands
regularly, and/or use hand sanitiser.

6. Enhanced cleaning will be undertaken as necessary, including cleaning any frequently
touched surfaces throughout the day.

7. The NHS ‘Test and Trace’ system will be actively used and followed.

8. Limitations will be placed on the number of people staff and pupils encounter during the
school day.

9. Children will not be able to bring bags to school of any form – they DO NOT need a school
or PE bag.
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10.Classrooms will be arranged with desks faced forwards to minimise face-to-face interaction
between pupils. Children will not however be socially distanced within their bubbles although
touching will be discouraged.

11. If your child has, Special Educational Needs and/or disabilities (SEND) the class teacher will
have been in contact with you to discuss September. Should you require any additional
advice or clarity please contact the SENCO – m.kobak@bwjps.org.uk.

12.Our school kitchen will be fully open from the start of the Autumn Term. They will serve hot
food every day. Pupils eligible for free school meals will return to having their lunch at
school, and will no longer receive lunch vouchers. As previously, lunches should be paid
through the Bury MBC website.

13.The break times will be staggered and the playground will be zoned in order to maintain
social distancing between different bubbles during social times. It will be important that your
child stays within the area they are told to.

14. It is very important that your child has their own equipment in school and this must not be
shared. Please send your child with their own pencil case that is exclusively theirs and is to
be left in school.

15.Pupils will be expected to wear full school uniform. Please ensure all uniform is clearly
named.

16.There will be staggered starts and endings to the school day. Entry will be via Hillsborough
Drive and the exit will be on Sunnybank Road. Children are to meet their teachers in the
playground in designated zones and parents should walk round the coned area and out via
Sunnybank Road. Please do not congregate outside the Sunnybank Road entrance as
this is a serious security as well as a health risk.

EYFS - 8.40- 8.50
Years 1& 2 - 8.50-8.55am
Years 3 & 4- 8.55-9am
Years 5 & 6- 9am- 9.05am -we would recommend Y5 and Y6 children walk down the
path themselves.
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17.Please do not arrive before your allotted time. Should you miss your allotted time, you will
be asked to wait until ALL other ‘bubbles’ have entered. Please adhere to the social
distancing rules when in the playground and keep two metres away from the other parents.

18.There will be staggered exit times:
On Friday these will be:

EYFS -3.15- 3.25 EYFS - 1.25 – 1.35
Years 1 & 2 – 3.25- 3.35 Year 1 & 2 – 1 – 1.10
Years 3 & 4 – 3.35-3.45 Year 3 & 4 – 1.10 – 1.20
Years 5 & 6- 3.45- 3.50 Year 5 & 6 – 1.20 – 1.25

Where parents have children in different bubbles, siblings can arrive at the earliest time and
leave at the earliest time. E.g. If you have a child in EYFS and Y3, they will arrive between
8.40 and 8.50 and leave between 3.15 and 3.25.

19. At BWJPS Physical Education is regarded as a core subject and the benefits of PE on both
physical and mental wellbeing are well documented. Each bubble will have two dedicated
PE slots and we are asking on these days for your child to come to school in their PE kit
(tracksuits in line with school uniform guidance and trainers or pumps can be worn) and they
will stay in them all day. This is to avoid the need to change during the day and reduce the
risk of infection.

 Monday – EYFS, Year 5 and Year 6
 Tuesday – Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4
 Wednesday – Year 3, Year 4 and EYFS
 Thursday – Year 1, Year 2, Year 5 and Year 6

Should any of the above protective measures change at any time, including the need to close the
school due to a local lockdown, we will contact you as soon as possible. We will also be continually
reviewing the guidance in line with any government or Local Authority changes.

We understand that some of you and your children will be anxious about returning in September,
after some months out of school. Please be reassured that we are taking exceptional measures to
make our school as safe as possible. We will be providing additional emotional and wellbeing
support for all pupils, and will be providing additional opportunities to support learning where this is
required.
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Although many of our pupils have worked hard, using our remote learning resources provided by
our dedicated teachers, we are aware that for some learning has been lost.

We are all determined that your sons and daughters will not be ‘a lost generation’ and we are
adapting our curriculum to make sure that they get the learning and knowledge that they need to
achieve success in the future. We have purchased a new Key Stage 2 software programme called
Century Tech, which uses artificial intelligence to identify a pathway for your child in English, maths
and science based on their prior knowledge. In Key Stage 1, your child will be encouraged to more
frequently use the programmes we already have in place such as Bug Club, Phonics bug, Purple
mash and mathletics. All these programmes will be filled with resources to support your child not
only to pick up on any missed learning but moved them forward.

As discussed in ‘Meet the Teacher Evening’, these programmes will be the basis of our homework
and reading materials from September. We will not be sending ‘paper’ homework but will instruct
children to complete online task and read books set for them on Bug Club. Any longer pieces of
homework (in Key Stage 2) for the weekend will be sent via your child’s school email address on
Friday.

There will be no overnight educational visits during the Autumn Term. We hope to run the Ghyll
Head trip for Year 5 & 6 at the end of January if this is deemed safe by the government and the
residential centre. We will not be inviting any unnecessary visitors into school. Specialist teachers
such as Music, Speech and Language etc. will continue to work in school but must adhere to our
risk assessment and maintain an appropriate distance from pupils and adults.

Before and After School Provision will resume in September. Such provision will help ensure
working parents are supported and that pupils have opportunities to re-engage with their peers and
the school and are ready to focus on their lessons. Safety measures will be in place to minimise
the risk of transmission, such as children washing their hands and regular cleaning of surfaces and
touch points. Where possible, children will use the outside space.

All other After School Clubs, including those that take part at lunchtime, will remain suspended for
the Autumn Term but will be reviewed during November Half Term.

The wellbeing of staff and children remains a priority. All children have different experiences since
lockdown, including dealing with parents losing jobs, family illness and bereavement. Most children
are very resilient and we expect the majority of them to settle back into school quickly.
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However, we appreciate this may not be the case for some and we will need a bespoke approach
to support their wellbeing and their transition back to school. If you feel that your child may benefit
from some additional support, please contact your class teacher in the first instance.

Our carefully considered curriculum, underpinned by our core values – ‘Ready, Respectful, Safe’,
will not be diluted in September. We will continue to teach in the way we know excites and
motivates children, which they truly deserve after such a long break from education. Children will
once again gain access to all resources. We will use various techniques and tools to assess
children during the first few weeks of the Autumn Term both from a wellbeing perspective and
academically.

I would like to thank you for your continued hard work and co-operation during the corona virus
pandemic. We are committed to supporting you and your child/children as they transition back into
school routine. Should you have any queries or concerns about your child/children returning in
September, please contact the school office and we will be happy to discuss these with you.

On behalf of the Governing Body, all the staff and myself we are really looking forward to
welcoming all our children back on Wednesday September 2nd.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Claire Simon
Headteacher


