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Government Guidance for the DfE – issued 10th August 2020 

Curriculum expectations 

This section sets out some key principles and expectations for curriculum 

planning in school based nursery, mainstream and special schools, and 

alternative provision (AP), so that all pupils – particularly disadvantaged, SEND 

and vulnerable pupils – are given the catch-up support needed to make 

substantial progress by the end of the academic year.  

 The key principles that underpin our advice on curriculum planning are: 

 

 Education is not optional 

 All pupils receive a high-quality education that promotes their 

development and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities 

and experiences of later life.  

 The curriculum remains broad and ambitious. 

 All pupils continue to be taught a wide range of subjects, maintaining their 

choices for further study and employment.  

 Remote education, where needed, is high quality and aligns as closely as 

possible with in-school provision: schools and other settings continue to 

build their capability to educate pupils remotely, where this is needed. 

For pupils in key stages 1 and 2, school leaders are expected to prioritise, quickly 

identifying gaps and re-establishing good progress in the core areas (phonics and 

reading, increasing vocabulary, writing and mathematics), identifying 

opportunities across the curriculum so they read widely and developing their 

knowledge and vocabulary. The curriculum should remain broad, so that the 

majority of pupils are taught a full range of subjects over the year, including 

sciences, humanities, the arts, physical education/sport, Kodesh education 

(Davening & celebrating festivals) and relationships and health education. 

We recognise that many of our children were able to take full advantage of the 

excellent home learning sent during closure. It is important that the needs of 

these children are met alongside the needs of the children who were unable to 

access the learning.  

 



What Can We Do to Support Children Upon Their Return to Bury & 

Whitefield Jewish Primary? 

As a school, we recognise that our community will have had different 

experiences during the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 Some people may have enjoyed lockdown and have had a great 

experience. Others may have suffered because of it or lost people close 

to them. 

 Some children may feel very anxious returning to school after a long time 

away. Others may adapt quickly and be able to settle into the new 

routines with few issues. 

 Some members of the community who have never had mental health 

issues may now be experiencing anxiety or feelings that they have never 

had to deal with before. 

For many children, coming back to school will be a welcome return. However, 

for many children this may be a time of anxiety. It is important to remember 

that each child will have had their own experience.  

It will take time for children to re-establish and re-learn routines and 

expectations in school. It will be important to respond to what children have 

learnt, not what we expect them to have learnt, and what they may have 

forgotten.  

It could be over – whelming and frightening to be amongst groups of children 

and adults, especially given the concentrated time spent in the home 

environment because of “lock-down”. Children will have become used to being 

with their parents and immediate family for an extended period.  

Our aim in the autumn term will be to adapt our curriculum to wrap around all 

children through the aims and values of the school before the pandemic and it 

will be centred on kindness and tenderness to the children. 

 

Academics Barry and Max Carpenter have identified through research that 

children have experienced 5 losses during the pandemic-loss of routine, 

structure, friendship, opportunity and freedom. These losses can trigger anxiety, 

which ‘is a key block to learning. It can prevent the imprint on the brain’. It is 

important that we recognise this and help them to tackle it. We will do this 

through: 



 Discussing Coronavirus in an honest and age appropriate way. 

 Listening to worries, fears, feelings and questions. 

 Limiting excessive reassurance. 

 Find positive ways to help children express their feelings. 

 Normalising the experience of anxiety. 

When planning the reopening of school, we recognise that children may return 

disengaged or feeling that school is irrelevant and so, the flame of learning will 

need to be re-ignitedChildren may have attachment issues –the strong 

attachments that they once had in school with their teachers, friends may have 

been weakened, and the attachments at home may have been strengthened 

causing clinginess. Therefore as a school we will aim to re-build relationships 

and emotional resilience. 

 

These principles will be important to consider when supporting the children on 

their return to school: 

A sense of safety – children feel safe upon their return to school  

A sense of calm – children are given support to help them to manage their 

emotions and return to a state of calm 

A sense of self and collective efficacy – they will need to feel that they have 

some control over what is happening to them, and a belief that their actions are 

likely to lead to generally positive outcomes. They also need to feel that they 

belong to a group.  

Social connectedness – it is important that the children feel they belong and 

have a social network who can support them within school. 

Promoting hope – whilst things may feel difficult at the moment, it is important 

that the children feel things will get better and work out in the future. They need 

to be provided with reassurance. 

 

It is important that relationships with staff are re-established for all children. 

BWJPS setting as well as the staff that care for the children, needs to be a safe 

and secure base in order for them to be emotionally able and ready to learn. 

{See risk assessment} 



 

Children need experiences of: 

 being and feeling calm 

 believing that they are lovable and are loved 

 believing that other people want to connect and interact with them 

 know that others are interested in them and their thoughts/ideas 

 know that they can be curious and make mistakes 

 believe that they are safe and that they can trust others to meet their 

needs. 

 

 

Therefore we, as a staff, will: 

 Welcome and reassure children 

 Tune into them and their feelings 

 Communicate empathy with them and acknowledge that for some 

children, the impact of COVID has been difficult {as it likely has been for 

staff} 

 Differentiate the way we interact with them – be explicit about what they 

need to do, in order to carefully re-assert and remind them of boundaries 

and expectations. 

 Ensure that they know what is happening and how the environments that 

they knew and were familiar with have changed. 

 Identify and support vulnerable children recognising that these cannot be 

assumed to just be the children with previously identified needs, but also 

some children who are considered to typically manage well. 

 It is crucial that staff continue to monitor pupils showing sensitivity to the 

signs that they need to be supported in a different of enhanced way. 

 

PROVISION 
Building Relationships 
Acknowledge for some children they will be frustrated by the COVID situation 

and want to be back in school. 

Acknowledge that some children will have experienced safeguarding issues 

being at home. 

Priority to be given to the re-affirming and building of relationships between the 

staff and children.  



Be flexible and demonstrate that wellbeing is the first priority. 

Be aware of the key worker children and their feelings and attitudes towards 

others who have not been attending school.  

Ensure that the school day includes activities that build on: 

 Relationships 

 Feeling safe 

 Repetition of routines and Structures. 

 Mindfulness activities at least 3 times a week and opportunities to discuss 

feelings with adults. 

  

The Pastoral support we offer to children may involve: 

 Circle Time, games, celebration of missed birthdays, showing appreciation 

for key workers, reinforcing that everyone is safe and back together. 

 Time within the curriculum to acknowledge that everything has not just 

returned to normal. 

 Staff to model appropriate behaviours and talk about experiences when 

needed. 

 Re-teach clear and consistent rules and routines. 

 Repetition and reminders that are supportive rather than assertive. 

 The use of praise at all levels. 

 Staff to NOT directly question children on what work they may or may not 

have completed at home. 

 Safe spaces for children to talk about experiences. 

 Ensure pastoral support is available throughout the day. 

 Opportunities to talk about feelings/emotions embedded throughout the 

curriculum. 

 Gradual approach to re-introducing academic demands. Children have to 

be emotionally ready before they can learn. 

 

 

Additional Considerations 

 

Please refer to the Risk Assessment and Staff/Parent guidance 

documents.  

 



Blended learning is when pupils learn using digital/online media alongside 

traditional face-to-face teaching and paper based materials. Throughout the 

pandemic we used Zoom and the BWJPS website to send daily teaching 

resources and ideas to build up a bank of resources. We used email to send work 

home. At the beginning of the pandemic, children took home learning packs. 

Blended learning is something that we are continuing to develop as a school. 

 

We are continuing to develop remote learning as a tool to support learning for 

any children who cannot access school but also for an emergency situation of 

local lockdown.  

 

Remote education support 
Where a class, group or small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or there is a 

local lockdown requiring pupils to remain at home,  ‘the government expect 

schools to have the capacity to offer immediate remote education. Schools are 

expected to consider how to continue to improve the quality of their existing 

offer and have a strong contingency plan in place for remote education provision 

by the end of September. This planning will be particularly important to support 

a scenario in which the logistical challenges of remote provision are greatest, for 

example where large numbers of pupils are required to remain at home.  We 

have invested in the Century Tech programme before the end of the summer 

term and this will identify the gaps at Key Stage 2 and provide an individualised 

learning pathway for every child. In Key Stage 1, we have used Purple Mash, 

Mathletics and Bug Club to enhance the learning and progress towards filling 

the gaps. 
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